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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area dropped from 4.8 percent in July to 3.7 
percent in August. Meanwhile, state and national unemployment rates for August stood at 4.0 percent and 
6.9 percent, respectively. Between July and August, local resident employment declined from 24,870 to 
24,350 as layoffs in apparel, miscellaneous manufacturing, and local schools outnumbered seasonal job 
gains in contract construction, department stores, and eating and drinking places. Total joblessness in 
the area fell from 1,250 to 930 as temporarily unemployed shoeworkers returned to their jobs following 
vacation shutdowns in July. In addition, the long-term effects of the prolonged strike at Bath Iron 
Works has slowed growth in several industries. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
After a seasonal downturn in July, economic conditions in the Biddeford Labor Market Area improved 
considerably during August, as workers who were temporarily separated from the textile mi 11 products, 
apparel , and leather and 1 eat her products i ndust ri es returned to work. Employment in the 
nonmanufacturing sector remained substantially unchanged. These developments helped resident employment 
rise from 25,090 in July to 25,440 in August. The number unemployed dropped from 1,720 to 910. The 
local unemployment rate plummeted from 6.4 percent in July to 3.5 percent in August, placing the local 
rate below both the state and national unemployment rates of 4.0 percent and 6.9 percent, respectively. 
Last year at this time, the local unemployment rate was 4.6 percent. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The employment situation in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) returned to normal 
in August, as workers in the textile, rubber, and shoe manufacturing industries returned to their jobs 
following the annual vacation period. However, the ailing shoe industry was dealt another blow as 
production ceased at a major firm. Following state and national trends, deteriorating employment levels 
in the local manufacturing sector have been more than offset by continuing growth in nonmanufacturing. 
This trend is exhibited by record high employment levels in services, wholesale and retail trade, and 
contract construction. Between July and August, resident emp 1 oyment increased from 39 ,400 to 40 ,000, 
while unemployment declined from 3,600 to 2,200. The resulting local unemployment rate of 5.2 percent 
was down from last month's rate of 8.4 percent and the rate of 6.9 percent in August 1984. The current 
local rate was the lowest monthly rate re.corded in the MSA s i nee August 1978. It a 1 so compared 
favorably with the August 1985 national unemployment rate of 6.9 percent, but was above the statewide 
rate of 4.0 percent. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area followed normal seasonal trends and 
fell in August. Workers in textiles and leather and leather products returned from temporary July 
layoffs, helping the number unemployed to drop from 3,800 in July to 2,600 in August. A withdrawal of 
students and other seasona 1 workers from the 1 abor force resulted in resident employment dropping from 
105,800 in July to 105,000 in August. The local unemployment rate decreased from 3.5 percent in July to 
2.4 percent in August. Last year at this time the local unemployment rate stood at 3.3 percent with 
3,500 people unemployed. Current nonfarm wage and salary employment fell 100 to 106,700. Total 
manufacturing employment remained unchanged, with gains in leather and leather products and textiles 
being offset by losses in metals and machinery. In nonmanufacturing, state and local government had 
moderate employment losses. The August unemployment rate of 2.4 percent compares favorably to the state 
and national rates of 4.0 percent and 6.9 percent, respectively. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area fe 11 from 6. 9 percent in July to 5 .5 percent in 
August. Resident employment declined from 9,510 to 9,370 _as job gains in shoes, lumber and wood 
products, and hotels and summer camps were outnumbered by seasonal layoffs in paper manufacturing and 
local schools. The number of unemployed persons dropped from 700 to 550 as many shoeworkers returned to 
their jobs following traditional vacation shutdowns in July. The resulting unemployment rate of 5.5 
percent was below last month's rate of 6.9 percent and the rate of 8.4 percent in August 1984. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Waterville Labor Market Area followed historical trends and slipped 
downward in August. At 4.3 percent, the local unemployment rate remained below the national 
unemployment rate of 6. 9 percent and was slightly above the state's rate of 4 .o percent. Although 
unemployment levels dropped to 970 from 1,180 in July, resident employment also dropped from 21,580 to 
21 , 390 in August. Last August resident employment was 21 ,330, whi 1 e the unemp 1 oyment rate was 5 .o 
percent. A 1 though there were sma 11 gains in textile mi 11 products, these were not enough to off set 
employment losses in paper and allied products. At the same time, the nonmanufacturing sector evidenced 
little change. 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES JJ 
LABOR FORCE_?/ RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
AREAS 
Aua. 85 Julv 85 Aua. 84 Aua. 85 Julv 85 Aua. 84 Aua. 85 Julv 85 Aua. 84 Aua. 85 July 85 Aua. 84 
MAINE-Statewide .. . .. . . . .. .. . . . 577 .7 581.8 577 .8 554.5 549.4 549. l 23.2 32.4 28.7 4.0 5.6 5.0 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA . . . .. .. . . . ...... . . 47,400 48,200 45,900 45,900 46, 100 44,100 l ,500 2,100 1,800 3.2 4.4 3.9 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA . . . . . . . . . 42,200 43,000 42,300 40,000 39 ,400 39,400 2,200 3,600 2,900 5.2 8.4 6.9 
Portland MSA ... . . . . . . . . .... . . l 07 ,600 109,600 106,000 105,000 105,800 102,500 2,600 3,800 3,500 2.4 3.5 3.3 
Portsmouth-Dover· 
Rochester MSA _Jf . . .. . . ... .. 110,760 114, 180 108,150 106,930 107,350 102,670 3,830 6,830 5,480 3.5 6.0 5 .1 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta . . .... . .... .. ... , - . . .. 31,280 31 ,850 31 ,660 30, 120 30,130 30,040 1 , 160 1,720 1,620 3.7 5.4 5.1 
Beth-Brunswick .. . . . . .. ... . . 25,280 26,120 26,930 24,350 24,870 25 ,910 930 1,250 1 ,020 3.7 4.8 3.8 
Bellast ... . . . • • . . • ' L" 11, 170 11,650 11 , 720 10,270 10,370 10,700 900 1,280 l ,020 8 .1 11.0 8.7 
Biddeford .. .. . 26,350 26,810 25,470 25,440 25,090 24,290 910 1,720 l , 180 3.5 6.4 4.6 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset . .. .. 11 .120 11 ,050 10,880 10,770 10,640 10,450 350 410 430 3.1 3.7 4.0 
Calais-Eastport ... ... . .... 19,620 16,220 22,130 18,810 15 .160 21,070 810 1,060 1 ,060 4.1 6.5 4.8 
Caribou-Presque Isle .. ... . . .. . . 22,320 23.090 21 .690 20,860 21 .350 19,350 1,460 1,740 2.340 6.5 7.5 10.8 
Central Penobscot . .... . ...... , 4,590 4 ,710 4,460 4,410 4,460 4,280 180 250 180 3.9 5.3 4.0 
Dover-Foxcroft . . . . . . .. . , .. . . . . 6,650 6,800 6,660 6.340 6,350 6,290 310 450 370 4.7 6.6 5.6 
Ellsworth .. . .... . .. . . . . . . . .... 28 ,770 26,680 27 ,770 28,010 25,650 26,860 760 l ,030 910 2.6 3.9 3.3 
Farmington . . . .. .... . ... . . 12,560 12,790 13,280 11,700 ll , 730 12,280 860 1,060 1,000 6.8 8.3 7.5 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . . ..... . ...•. 6,270 6,630 6,190 5 .920 6,120 5,800 350 510 390 5.6 7.7 6.3 
Greenville . . . . . • .• .. .. l,660 1,680 1.760 1.590 1,590 1.640 70 90 120 4.2 5.4 6.8 
Houlton . .. . .. ' .. .. ... .. . .. 5,950 6.230 5.440 5,580 51 780 5,030 370 450 410 6.2 7.2 7.5 
Kittery-York _Ji . . . ... . . . , . . . ... 24 ,810 25,250 23.720 24,540 24.840 23.280 270 410 440 1 • l 1.6 1.9 
Llncoln-Howland .. . . . .. . . ...... 6,370 6,560 6,250 6,100 6,150 5,980 270 410 270 4.2 6.3 4.3 
Livermore Falls . . . . . . . . . . 3,590 3.600 3.820 3,310 3,240 3,450 280 360 370 7.8 10.0 9.7 
Madawaska-Van Buren . . . . .. . .. 4,490 4,590 4,390 4,250 4,310 4,080 240 280 310 5.3 6. 1 7 .1 
Miiiinocket-East Miiiinocket .... . 5,650 5 .no 5,590 5,490 5,570 5,410 160 200 180 2.8 3.5 3.2 
Norway-Paris ... .... .... .. . .... 9.610 9,670 9.910 9,080 8,960 9,240 530 710 670 5.5 7.3 6.8 
Patten-Island Falls ... . .. . . ... .. 3.070 3,170 2,690 2,940 3.020 2,570 130 150 120 4.2 4.7 4.5 
Rockland . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. 19,900 19,680 20,980 19,170 18,800 20,140 730 880 840 3.7 4.5 4.0 
Rumford . . .. .. .. .. . .... . .... . .. 9,920 10,210 9,930 9,370 9,510 9,100 550 700 830 5.5 6.9 8.4 
Sanford . . . .......... . .. . ..... 13,560 13,610 13,700 12,690 12,460 12.970 870 1 , 150 730 6.4 8.4 5.3 
Sebago Lakes Region . ......... 12.360 12, 180 11,670 12,030 11 ,720 11,240 330 460 430 2.7 3.8 3.7 
Skowhegan . . . . ... . ........... 22,670 22,740 24,000 21,260 20,650 22,420 1.410 2.090 1.580 6.2 9.2 6.6 
Southwest Penobscot .... . . .. . . 8.490 9,070 8,460 7,860 8.040 7.820 630 1,030 640 7.4 11.4 7.6 
Watervllle ...... . .... . .... . .. . . 22,360 22,760 22,460 21 .390 21 ,580 21 .330 970 1, 180 1,130 4.3 5.2 5.0 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut . ....... .. .... . ... n/a 1 ,733.3 l.672.l n/a l,634.9 1,601.2 n/a 98.4 70.9 n/a 5.7 4.2 
Massachusetts . ... . . .. . ....... 3,119.0 3,127.0 3,097.6 3.004.0 2,993.0 2.950.6 115.0 134.0 146.9 3.7 4.3 4.7 
New Hampshire ......... ....... 550.6 551.9 532 .1 532.0 523.8 512.4 18.6 28.1 19.7 3.4 5 .1 3.7 
Rhode Island . ...... .. ... . ..... 508.2 504.0 494.0 487.1 475.6 469.1 21 .1 28.4 24.9 4.2 5.6 5.0 
Vermont . .. . . . ... ... ..... ...... 275.2 274.5 274.1 262.7 261.2 263.0 12.5 13.4 11.2 4.5 4.9 4.1 
NEW ENGLAND STATES .......... n/a 6,190.8 6,069.9 n/a 5,888.5 5,796.3 n/a 302.3 273.6 n/a 4.9 4.5 
UNITED STATES 41 .. . •.........• . 116 .679 117 .536 115 .076 108.628 108.854 106.694 R ni.1 8 ~A? R ~A? ~ a 7.4 7.3 
MSA-Metropolltan Stallstlcal Area 
Note: nla lndlcatu that the Information was not avallable at the time of printing. Employment and unemployment may not add to labor force due to rounding. 
FootnOIH 
JJ Labor force, employment, and unemployment data for all areas not seasonally adjusted. Estimates made Independently for each tabor market area have been benchmarked to and 
extrapolated from the Current Population Survey estimates for the state. All data adjusted to place <>I residence basis. Excludes members of the Armed Forces . 
.2J Current end last month figures preliminary; year ago figures revised . 
.JI Klllery·York Is the eight-town Maine portion of the l'brtsmouth·Dover-Rochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and New Hampshire. 
j/ National eellmatea based on a eampla ol household visits; state estimates based on enlargements of employment figures reported. 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
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A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
Although it appears that the employment situation in the Augusta Labor Market area improved between July and August, 
this improvement was due to a drop in the number unemployed rather than an increase in employment. Resident 
employment remained almost unchanged, dropping just 10 to 30,120 from 30,130 in July. The number unemployed fell 
560 to l ,160, and the resultant unemployment rate of 3.7 percent was 1.7 percentage points below the rate recorded 
in July. A year ago the unemployment rate was 5.1 percent and 30,040 local residents were employed, while 1,620 
were unemployed. The unemployment rate for this August is the lowest rate recorded in the local labor market area. 
Both Maine and the Nati on evidenced lowered unemployment rates as we 11 this month. The state I s rate dropped from 
5.6 percent to 4.0 percent, while the national rate dropped to 6.9 percent from 7.4 percent. Nonfarm wage and 
salary employment in the local area evidenced little change overall. While employment in manufacturing rose 
somewhat as firms rebounded after their seasonal July layoffs, nonmanufacturing evidenced little change. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Economic conditions in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area improved in August. The return to work of employees 
from vacation shutdowns in the text i1 e mi 11 products and 1 eat her and 1 eather products i ndust ri es were primarily 
responsible for the drop in unemployment. A slight decrease in resident employment from 46,100 to 45,900 in August, 
was more than offset by a decline in the number of unemployed from 2,100 to 1,500. The result was an August 
unemployment rate of 3.2 percent. This was lower than the state and national unemployment rates of 4.0 percent and 
6.9 percent, respectively. Last year at this time, l ,800 area residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate 
stood at 3.9 percent. Employment in manufacturing increased by 500 with most of the increase in textile mill 
products and leather and leather products. In the nonmanufacturing sector, contract construction evidenced modest 
employment gains. 
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